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attachments

Express Australia Limited - First supplementary bidder's
statement

We refer to the off-market takeover offer for all the shares in Corporate Express Australia

Limited ACN OO0 728 398 by Staples Australia Pty Limited ACN 142 352 501 (Staples

Australia), a wholly-owned indirect subsidiary of Staples, lnc.

We attach, by way of service pursuant to section 647(1) of the Corporations Act 2001

(Cth), Staples Australia's first supplementary bidde/s statement.

We have also emailed a copy of the first supplementary bidde/s statement to Baker &

McKenzie.

Yours sincerely
Gorrs Ghambers Westgarth
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This is the first supplemerüary biddefs statement under section 643 of the Corporatîons Ad
2001 (qÐ (FirstSupplementary Bidder's Statement) issued by Staples Australia Pty
Limited ACN 142 352 501(Staples Australia) in relation to its offerto acquire allthe issued
ordinary shares in Corporate Fxpress Australia Limited ACN 000 72E 398 (Gorporate
Express).

This First Supplementary Bidder's Statement supplements, and should be read together
with, Staples Australia's biddefs s:tatement dated 19 March 2010 and dispatched to
Corporate E><press shareholders on 6 Aprfl2010 (B¡ddefs Shtement)-

Acceptance Facility

2.1 Acceptance facility

Staples Auslralia encourages all Gorporate Express shareholders to accept the Offer now,
but recognises that there may be some professional investors who may not be willing or able
to accept at this s{age of the Offer-

Accordingly, in order to enable certain shareholders to indicate theír íntentions to accept the
Offer, Staples Australia proposes to establish an acceptance facility (Acceptance Facility)
open to professional investors (as defined in section 9 of the Gorporations Acf,) who hotd at
least 100,000 Corporate Express Shares (Eligible Sharcholders). Gorporate kpress
shareholders who are not Eligible SharehoHers cannot participate in the Acceptance Facility.

Staples Australia believes the Acceptance Facility will facilitate an efftcient and informed
martd in the Sharas and encourages a¡l Eligible Shareholders to take advantage of this
facilÍ9.

Facility Operator

Pacific Custodians Pty Limited ACN 009 682 866 (Facility Operator) has been appointed to
ac{ as the operator of the Acceptance Facility.

How the Acceptance Facility operates

Eligible Shareholders who wish to take advantage of the Acceptance Facility should:

(1) lodge acceptance ¡nstructions with the Facility Operator in the fonn of Acceptance
Forms or diredions to cr¡stodians to accept the Offer (Acceptance lnstructions);
and

(2) complete and relum to the Facility Operator the Appointment of Facility Operator
Form (available upon request to El¡gible Shareholders).

The Facility Operatorwill hold the Acce$ance lnstruct¡ons as collection and lodgement
agent for the relevant Eligible Shareholders.

2.3
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(c)

(d)

Eligible Shareholders who lodge Acceptance lnstructions reta¡n a¡l dghts in relat¡on to and
full control over their Shares and may withdraw their Acceptance lnstructions at any time
untilthe Facility Operator receives a Gonfirmation Notice (as defined in paragraph (d) below)
from Staples Aus{ralia.

The Facility Operator must deliver (A) the Acceptance Forms to the Share Registrar [n the
case of lssuer-sponsored Holdings) orthe relevant brokers or non-broker participanls (in the
case of GHESS Holdings) and (B) the custodian directions to the relevant custodians, if and
when the Facility Operator receives a written notice (Confirmation Notice) from Staples
Australia that:

(1) Staples Austratia has declard the Offer free from all conditions that have not been
fulftlled; or

(2) Staples Australia has announced to ASX that on a certain date (being no more
than I 5 days fmm the date of the announcemem) $aples will declare the offer free
from all conditions lhat have not been fulfilled (Announcement); or

(3) Staples Australia will make the Announoêment to ASX as soon as all the delivered
Acceptance lnstrucÍions are validly implemented or processed (as appropria9.

Staples Australia will use its reasonable endeavours to ensure that the Acceptance
lnstructions ere prooessed or implemented as soon as practicable following the issue of the
Gonfirmation Notice-

Disclosure of Acceptance lnstructions

Before 8.30am on each Business Day, the Facility Operatorwill inform S:taples Australla of
the number of Shares in respect of which Acceptance lnstruciions have been receit¡ed as at
7.30pm the previous day-

Following receipt of this information from the Facility Operator, Staples Australia will disclose
this information to the market by 9-3oam on the Business Day following any movement of at
least 10Â in the aggregate of the number of Shares subject to the Acceptance Facility and the
number of Shares in which Saples Australia has a relevant interesl, togetherwith a
breakdown of the aggregate amount between these two categories.

Other not¡ces

(e)

2,4
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Unless the context othenrise requires, terms defined in the Bidde¡'s Statement have the
same meaning as in this First Supplementary Biddefs Statement.

A copy of this First Supplementary Biddels Statement has been lodged with ASIC. Neither
ASIC nor any of its officers take any responsibility for its contents.

Signed for and on behalf of S:taples Aus{ralia Pty Umited following a resolution of the
diredorc of Staples Australia Pty Limited.

John Slattery, Diredor
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